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Greative approach
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Louis LaFratta (from left), decorator Suellen Gregory and Mark Franko sit in the dining nook of the Massey home.
Franko LaFratta Construction Inc. renovated the Fan District house.



Fan District couple
let firm showease its
work on their home

BY CARDL HAZARD
Times-Déspatch Stafl Witer

vor and Maworeen Mas
sy opened thefr renis-
vated house in the Fan
[kistrict last week o ar-
4_'|lil:|_11.-.. |:||.-.~E.|.';l'||.-:|‘3'-..1h"~|"-
orators and real estate
Agenis.

Only they didn™ come (o
thedr own party.

Thi= open howse was bo
showease the work of Franko
LaFratia Constraction Inc, and
ithi craftsmanship that went
into the renovation.

“Franko LaFratta asked if
they could show our house to
potential clients,” Maureen
Massey said. “We are 20 happy
that they created the look we
wanied, sowe said yes,”

The opien house was a creas
tive approach 1o business de-
vebopment ina dificult market,
she said.

“Richmond has 20 many
really good local companies.
We wante todo anything we
coukd to belp them [ the renova-
thon team| and keep these fine
pephe working,”

Loz LaFratta, a parter in
the firm, said the open house
was a way (o gel bo know more
design professionals. "It was an
apportunity to talk shout the
new year and invite flks to see
the work we've done.”

In thi slow housing marked,
people might not move as
miwch as they did in vears past,
bt they may be thinking aboug
renovating, he said.

“This was &n opporiunity (o
et us in front of people.”

Inthe Massey house master badroom bathroom, mirror
panels are shutters that open to the outside,

Thi Massey’s kitchen now has custom-built mahogany
cabinets, art deco mahogany cabinets for audio-visual
equipment and a narrow, deep grain wood table.
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This kitchen was
gutted amd redone with cus-
tom-built mahogany cabinets,
arl deco mahogany cabinets for
audiovisual equipment and a
narrow, deep grain wiod table
with a glass top and pedesial
legs.

The master hath features a
curvisd teak vanity, mirrored

teak shutters, a curved glass
shwwwver stall with a pebble-in-
ladd floor and heated e foors
and towed racks.

In the master bdroom i a
ladder attached to a rail system
b0 gt b0 bunli-in storage areas
ahove o wall of closeds.

Cuastorm-built doors were
made from 200-year-old cy-
s,

(1ld radiators covered with

years amnd Layers of paint were
sarwdblasted (o uneover a metal
pattern finish. A skylight was
fransed with marrored panels, A
guest hathroom features a
painted black vanity and glass
tile Aooring in a basket-weave
desigm,

“Chars is not the perfect
house for moest folks but it ab-
sodutely is the perfect howse for
is,” Wrs, Massey said,

The Masseys declined Lo say
how much the renovation cost,

"W spent more on the reno-
vation than the cost of the
house,” said Ivor Massey, who
describes himself as a recaver-
ing bwver who manages in-
vestments for a family groap,

The renovation also ins
cluded a 10Hoot wide bamp-ouwi
addition on the side of the
house that allowed for an open
floar plan in the kitchen,

A sevond-story porch was
added 1o the back of the house
along with an elevator from the
st o e second SLory.
A tibe mosaie foor was crafted

on the front porch. A copper
raal was installed on the ga-
Fage,

Every inch was carefully
planned.

“The tile in the kitchen re-
lates wo the fabeic in the master
besdrcwnam, ™ sadd Suellen Gre-
gory, the decorator.

Thit iz ovws (rom fronl
to back, with nothing that
die=sn'T fil or blenel, she said.
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During the 12-menth reno-
vation, ihe Masseys met
weekly with the contractor, ar-
chiteci Hob Boynion and the
designer and had guest appear-
ances from carpenters, electri-
cians and tile coniractors,

“There was never a cross
wiord, never a disappoint-
meend.” Mrs. Massey said.

“Exvervone exchanged ideas
and we ended up with a real
good product,” Mr, Massey
said. “We got the best out of
BUETYOMNEE,

“A successful project is about communicathon,
collaboration,” Louis LaFratta said. Here, original
wioodwork on the first Nloor s presarved.

Minutes were kept from the
meetings. The process of
choosing favcets and fixtures
was 3 group trip fo the plumb-
ing o,

“A sueeessful project is
about communication, collabo-
ration,” LaFratta said.

“Yooia hisar aboait, Lhe Borror
stories, where at the end of the
project, the chent and contrac-
bor aren't geiting along.”

l.aFratta and his business
pardner, Mark Franko, wark on
a fixed-price basis, “Clienis
knooew whiat everything will cost
and how musch time i will take,
&0 Lhiere are mo surprises,” he
said.

bvor Massey’s son, Nick,
who studied architecture a
Virginia Tech and finizhed
praduate school theee, was on
hand 1o ohserve at the open

"My dad has eclectic taste;
that's the best way to put it.”

T besae 15 @ bliend of tradds:
tional and contemporary, he
&aidl.

* Contact Carol Harard & (804)
TTS-B023 or
chasard@timesdiatch com.
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